THE TRUTH ABOUT FIV

Despite what many people think, cats with this condition can live perfectly
long, happy, healthy lives.
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That stigma surrounding FIV (feline immunodeficiency virus) comes from lack of knowledge.
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Some common FIV myths: It's highly contagious. (It's not.) Cats can't live long with FIV. (Yes,
they can.) And the most devastating myth of all: Testing positive for FIV is an automatic death

sentence.

It isn't, but lots of cats still lose their lives because of it. The virus itself isn't the killer; it's the
misguided belief of shelter officials and even some veterinarians that the way to fight FIV is to

euthanize infected cats. The result is that hundreds of thou-
sands of cats are killed every year simply because they've been
diagnosed with FIV.

FIV Fast Facts

FIV is a lenti- _
virus, meaning [ S 1. The Feline Immuno-

it A . deficiency Virus is a slow
that lprolgresses & virus that affects a cat's im-
Ver)(; S cl)lw y’ff t mune system over a period
gradually afrect- of years.
ing a cat's im- _ _
mune system. It 2. FIV is a cat-only disease
is passed ' and cannot be spread to

through blood
transfusions and
through serious, penetrating bite wounds - mainly by stray, in-
tact tom cats. The most well-known lentivirus in humans is HIV.
But the two are not at all the same, and you can't get FIV from a
cat. In fact, the only thing about FIV that you can catch is a bad
case of the rumors.

As long as cats with FIV are not exposed to diseases that
their immune system can't handle, they can live perfectly normal
lives. And they can only pass the virus on to other cats through
a serious, penetrating bite wound. So unless your cats at home
routinely tear each other to pieces, it's not a problem. (And if
your cats are tearing each other up, that's probably a bigger
problem!)

Dissolving old fears

Dr. Susan Cotter, professor of hematology and oncology at
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine, is one of those
who have helped dissolve these old fears. "l wouldn't advise
getting rid of a cat that tests positive for FIV," she says. "If the
cat is young and healthy, it could be years before anything
changes."

Best Friends veterinarian Dr. Virginia Clemans says the one
important thing is to keep your FIV cat healthy. (That, of course,
is good advice for all your cats!)

“ The virus affects the immune system," she explains. "So keep
FIV cats indoors. Make sure they get regular vaccinations. And
give them a high-quality diet. Keep an eye on them, and take
them to the veterinarian at the first sign of illness."

MFOA Foster cats Sarge, Orange Dude and Pumpkin are
our current FIV kitties. For more information or to learn how you
can help, contact Lisa Snow at (501) 240-6316.

Material for this article provided by bestfriends.org.

humans or other non-felines.

3. FIV cats most often live
long, healthy, and relatively
normal lives with no symp-
toms.

4. FIV is not easily passed
between cats. It can’t be
spread casually - like in litter
boxes, water and food bowls,
or when snuggling and play-
ing. Itis rarely spread from a
mother to kittens.

5. The virus can be spread
through blood transfusions,
badly infected gums, or seri-
ous, penetrating bite wounds
which are extremely rare.

6. A neutered cat, in a home,
is extremely unlikely to infect
other cats, if properly intro-
duced.

7. Many vets are not edu-
cated about FIV since the
virus was only discovered 15
years ago.

8. FIV-positive cats should
be kept as healthy as possi-
ble. Keep them indoors and
free from stress, feed them a
high-quality diet, keep and
treat any health problems as
soon as they arise.




MIEOQA PET
MEMORTAILS

JHonoring our lost loved ones

NMemorial Donations for:

Sharon Acord

25 MFOA Board Member &
Devoted Animal Lover &4
MIFOA has lost one of our own. Sharon
did nearly everything she could to save
the lives of needy animals from fund-
raising, serving on the board, fostering,
volunteering at events, transporting
and showing animals, shelter pets she
nursed after sterilization and just about
anything else she could. She will be
sorely missed by those she moved in
life! Please see below to make a dona-
tion in her memory.

Yvonne Dotter

24 Memorial Donation &4
By Lorraine Simon
For the Dotter Family

If you would like to honor a pet or ani-
mal lover with a memorial or acknowl-
edgement donation, ad or fire hydrant,
please contact Char Akins at (501) 851
-7114 or mail your request to:

P.O. Box 13061 Maumelle, AR 72113

MFOA & MAS Wish List
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Once upon a time, way back before I was involved
with MFOA, before I fostered animals, I got an email from
another animal rescue organization with a simple request.
They wanted people to foster cats from Friday afternoon
until Sunday night. I had three bedrooms and three bath-
rooms that were not being used. However, I decided that it
would be "too stressful” for my resident cats not to be able
to go into every room in the house, so I declined to help.
After all, I thought, "There were experts who did this all
the time who would take care of this. I am not an expert, I
do not know anything about fostering!"

That was then. Fast forward to 2006, it's Friday night
and I find a tiny little kitten under a shed, just before
a rain storm! I had no choice but to bring her into my
home! Guess what? My resident cats did not explode with
rage! The world did not come to an end! And I saved a life!
In that moment of clarity, the barriers that I had imposed
on what I thought was impossible had been challenged and
were found to be erroneous. I COULD put a homeless cat in
my spare bedroom, bathroom, or laundry room and save its
life! It was now within the realm of possibility.

Fast forward, Dec 2011. It has been an honor, a privilege
and a blessing to have been able to save the lives of more
than 100 cats that have been fostered in my home the past
six years. I plan to continue to save lives as long as I am
able and hope that others will also open their hearts up to
this rewarding experience. I am grateful that Maumelle
Friends of the Animals continues to be a strong voice and
advocate for the animals, not just in the foster program,
but also in activities such as fundraising, adoption promo-
tion especially with our new van, plus our wonderful news-
letter!

Most of all, I am grateful for Rita Cavenaugh and
the professional staff at Maumelle Animal Sexrvices who
work with us in the common goal of saving the animals.
"Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares."
Hebrews 13:2

By lisa Swow

MFOA Cat Foster Coordinator

bedding.

While financial donations are always needed ‘
and help us support foster pets, you may have Y
items in your home that can make a big difference

to a homeless pet. Supplies always needed are: 4; —5 PCC'aI Aci(nowlcclgcmcnts — 4_

Y YT W A A \ S Sie <l S \ X YT ¢ YT YT YT O % \ X YT ST YT T TP AT AT YT X

9 Foster care & volunteers I X PetsMart NLR — Hosting Photos with Santa I
< Transportation to adoption events % again this year raising nearly $350. %
> Papertowels & cleaning wipes % % Glen & Diane Hanshew — Cash donation in the ¢
9 Dogand cat food or formula * . . . #

. n name of Connie & Bill Satzler. n
< Crates or cages for adoptions ) .
2 Dog beds, kitty cozies, & big cat beds * X PetCo — Raised awareness and support for the *
2 Litter boxes and litter Shelter Food Drive bringing in $500 in pet food.
< Puppy pads or housetraining towels 4 ¥ Julie Ann Smith — Generous cash donation. ™
9 Leashes, collars and foster ID tags 7r 3 Sandra Atkins — Generous cash donation. w
O Treats, toys, scratching posts, etc. W W
9 Dryer sheets & laundry detergent w . . w
S Lots & lots of towels, blankets or * You are truly a best friend of animals. r
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Oscar

'Oscar' is a beautiful Siamese/
Tabby mix who is friendly and

sweet. He loves to make biscuits on

his plush cat bed! For more infor-
mation, contact Lisa at 501-240-
6316 or email maumelle-
foa@aol.com. Oscar even has his
own online YouTube biscuit-

Maru

Maru is a sweet, even-
tempered kitty who wants a
home for the holidays! Al-
though, unlike his internet
namesake, he does not like to
get into small boxes, he would
like to get on your lap

and keep you warm this win-
ter! There's a lot of this guy
to love, so if you are inter-
ested, contact Maumalle Ani-
mal Services at 501-851-6219.

Miss Piggy

'Miss Piggy' is a young
adult small white terrier
mix who has a face like a
Pharoh Hound! Obvi-
ously, we do not know her
parentage, but we do know
that she is a sweetie! She
would make a lively addi-
tion to your home this Christmas! She is
heartworm positive, so will need treat-

ment. But she is worth it because she has so
much love to give! For more information,
contact Maumelle Animal Services at 501-851-
6219.

All of our animals have been Vet checked,
wormed, up to date on shots and sterilized
before they are allowed to be adopted. Nor-
mal adoption fee is $75.

To see more adoptable pets or apply online,

visit: maumellefoa.org
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We have only had Sadie 2 days and we are already absolutely in love with her. She is the
perfect dog. She is very intelligent. Her previous owners must have spent some time train-
ing her because she knows all the basic commands (none in German though LOL!) is to-
tally house broken and crate trained.

| cannot say it enough - she is perfect.

We are looking to get to an Aussie puppy within 2011 and | know she will make a perfect
big sister.

It is a shame that the previous owners didn't take the time to investigate the breed before
getting her - Aussies are notorious for herding small children and should not be placed in a
home with small children unless the owners are willing to work on the herding instinct.
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EE W Advertising & Strategic Marketing

MFOA & Roger A. Frangieh

meets the
second
Tuesday
of every
month at
6:30 p.m.
in the party room at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s. Join us!

Thank you for printing the Cinderella Cyndal story
to create awareness for needy animals in your Mau-
Mag publication!
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P.0.Box 13061
Maumelle, AR 72113

MFOA Phone: 501-851-7114
Maumelle Shelter: 501-851-6219
E-mail: maumellefoa@aol.com

Adopt a pet —
Make a friend; save a life!

we're on the web!
www,.mauwmellefonr.org
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